The following statement was procured by the Principal Mr. Norman So 

from Dr. Dominic Lee a close friend and old boy to late Mr. Kong. 

This statement is posted with the approval of Mr. Kong’s family.

Dear Wahyanites,
 

I am tremendously concerned about the misrepresentation of Mr Kong’s death in the media. I hope the following information will help Mr Kong’s friends and students to understand the circumstances that led to his sudden departure. 

 

I had the privilege to meet with Mr Kong regularly, especially during the few weeks preceding his tragic death. One of the major problems that had troubled Mr Kong was a profound fear of sudden collapse on the street.  Perhaps Mr Kong had foreseen that his death was looming, and what’s more, would happen in unusual circumstances. He was very concerned that others would misconstrue his sudden collapse as suicide. And, because of that, he had repeatedly asked me to explain to the world that he would NOT commit suicide, should he really depart this world unexpectedly. Ironically enough, and very much as he anticipated and worried about, the newspapers wrongly said that he had killed himself.

 

Many friends and old boys are aware of that Mr Kong had over the years suffered a few strokes (haemorrhages in his brain). The last stroke apparently happened just a few months ago. But what even Mr Kong himself was not aware (or perhaps he had forgotten what his doctors told him) was that one of the strokes was located in a part of the brain that controls emotion, memory, and perception. Destruction of this part of the brain commonly leads to forgetfulness, depression, and delusion. 

 

Mr. Kong did suffer from depression, but he did not kill himself out of melancholy. Rather, in the few days preceding his death, the brain dysfunction secondary to his strokes had caused an organic paranoid state, which made him believe that he was being persecuted by some unknown people. He was unable to control those beliefs because the paranoia was caused by a physical pathology (in this case, a local brain damage). 

 

Several old boys as well as his friends had witnessed the abnormal mental state on 10th and 11th December. A reconstruction of the last 5 hours prior to his death revealed that Mr Kong was running away from home in order to fight and escape the imagined persecution. It was most likely that in a panicky attempt to protect himself, he ran into the river, and accidentally drowned himself. 

 

I feel obliged to disclose the above personal information (with due permission from his family) as I had been asked by him to do so. Many Wahyanites had also told me that it was hard to reconcile the alleged suicide with the warm and lively and charismatic Mr Kong they remember. I feel that his friends and students have the right to know the circumstances of his death. What was reported in the media was unfortunately a far cry from what had actually happened, and unjustly tarnished his name. 

 

I sincerely hope that you can disseminate the above information to other Wahyanites as well as people who love and care about Mr Kong. With very kind regards!

 

 

Sincerely yours,

  

Lee Tak Shing, Dominic  (‘84) 

dominiclee@cuhk.edu.hk

