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Concert

Annual General Meeting
Date: 	 Monday, 13 June 2005

Time: 	 6:30 p.m. 

Venue: 	The Chinese Club, 14th Floor, Chinese Club 
Building, 21-22 Connaught Road Central, 
Hong Kong

There will be a dinner gathering right after the AGM. The 
dinner is charged at $250 per person. For reservations, 
please contact Wallace Yiu (Mobile: 9125-2225)

Keep Contacts 
While Looking North
As more and more Wahyanites are now residing, 
studying or doing business in China, the PSA desires to 
initiate a drive to connect Wahyanites in China. Co-
operating with our Kowloon brothers, we would like to 
generate contact lists for Wahyanites in different cities 
(Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong). We may organize a 
preliminary gathering in late May and a better organized 
gathering in June/July. Please spread this message and 
ask interested parties to contact the following persons. 
Details of the gatherings will be announced ASAP. 

Beijing:  Patrick Pang
Email:  patrickpang@pmintl.com
Mobile: 13911688883

Shanghai:  Samuel Kuk
Email:  samkyc818@netvigator.com
Mobile: 13901748058 

Guangdong and other parts of China:  Daniel So
Email:  skk@synergie.com
Mobile: (852)9424-1659, 13910404631

Students: Kevin Lee of Peking University
Email:  kevinleehc@yahoo.com
Mobile: 13910333229

Creating Summer Jobs 
for Wah Yan Students
Two different appeals have been made to old boys 
through the PSA to help create summer jobs for Wah Yan 
students. If you are in the position to help, you may 
contact either of the following:

- Mr. Lo Wing Sun (wslo@wahyan.edu.hk), Assistant 
Principal of WYCHK, who has been known for his kindness 
in helping students to secure summer jobs through 
members of the PSA in the past few years; or

-  Mr. Paul  Siu  ( WY K  '69 )  (p h s35 5@ya ho o.com )  
of  The  Wah  Yan  On e  Fa m i l y  Fu n d ( W YO F F) , w hi c h  
init iates its  own summer-job scheme for students 
of  b ot h  WYK  and  W YHK t h i s  ye a r. WYO FF i s  an  
organization independent of the PSA and is chaired 
by  Mr. N g T in  H o i , Ste ph en  ( WYK 69) . P le a se  v i s i t  
its website at http://www.wahyan.edu.hk/onefamily/ 
to  l ear n  more  ab out  i t .

Pun U Wah Yan 
Primary School 
Concert

Pun U Wah Yan Primary School will hold a fund raising 
concert in the City Hall Concert Hall at 7:30 p.m. on 30 
May 2005 (Monday). Funds raised will go to the Wah Yan 
College Hong Kong School Development Project. You 
may support the concert by buying a ticket to attend it, 
making a donation or placing an advertisement in the 
souvenir programme. For ticketing, please visit Leisure 
and Cultural Services Department's website at 
http://www2.lcsd.gov.hk/cf/search/culture/details.cfm?l
ang=b5&id=34933 or our PSA website for details.

番禺會所華仁小學音樂會番禺會所華仁小學音樂會

All is well…
While spending a lot of time traveling to China and being the type of person that never sleeps, I have a special 
privilege to be able to watch late night TV programs on these trips. My favorite topics are history, biography, 
geography and cultural documentaries which happen to flourish in those non-commercial late hours. The 
Jesuits and their contributions were often highlighted or mentioned in these programs.  It was so surprising 
that even I was educated in Jesuit Wah Yan, I hardly remember much of the vivid history of the Jesuits, nor 
their interactions with China being taught in my school days.  

Recently I have learned from one such program that there are two most significant episodes in Sino-foreign 
cultural interactions in Chinese history, one is the introduction of Buddhism in the Tang Dynasty and the 
second the introduction of Christianity and western cultures to China by the Jesuits during the late 
Ming/early Ching Dynasty. The Jesuits wished to turn China Christian, but still Chinese. Yet the Chinese rulers 
are far more interested in technology than religion while the conservative Church in Rome was rather not 
interested in new breed of liberal evangelism. Yet, amid the difficulties, the Jesuits flourished and planted 
deep roots in China. For the 190 years of Jesuits service to China before the order was banned in 1773, a total 
of 472 Jesuits were sent (i.e. an average of 2.5 Jesuits per year) but the impact has been so tremendous both 
in the cultural and technology sides, Chinese Scholars often speculate that if the Jesuits inspired 
modernization and their introduction of Chinese culture to the West had continued for a little longer, the 
whole recent Chinese history could have taken a different course and China could have opened up and 
embraced the world much earlier. On the evangelistic side, while the number of Catholics has never been big 
in China, at least one late Ming dowager empress (Helena) was converted along with many top officials and 
royal family members throughout this period of history. The Jesuits were actually not too far from converting 
China in a top-down fashion. 

The Jesuits returned to China in 1842 and the Emperor returned all church properties to them in 1846. The 
Jesuits established universities in Shanghai and Tianjin in 1903, three years after the Boxer Rebellion. The 
American Jesuits founded secondary schools in Nanjing and Shanghai in 1931 while the Irish Jesuits took over 
Wah Yan in 1932. All Jesuits' work on the mainland were stopped a few years after New China was founded 
while work in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan continued. Despite all the set backs, the Jesuits, the renowned 
missionary and mandarins, as they were known to China, kept their dedications and passions to the Chinese 
people. When Hong Kong returned to the motherland in 1997, Wah Yan became one of the few Jesuits' 
presence in China. As a devout Catholic and occupying Hong Kong's top post, Wahyanite Donald Tsang will 
become the closest tie between the 1.3 billion Chinese and the 1.1billion Catholics. In this age of dramatic 
transformation, nothing is impossible. For example, a couple months ago, we were talking about the 
possibility of a war across the strait, and suddenly that seems so distant.  

Next year is the 500th birthday of St. Francis Xavier, the Jesuit Saint who passed away in 1552 on a remote 
island not too far from Hong Kong, 5 miles short from landing on the mainland after traveling the globe. 
Taking this historic opportunity, a group of Wahyanites is initiating an effort to examine and document the 
Ignatian values in education and its relevancy to China. If you are interested to help, please contact PSA Past 
President Peter Tam at peter@astoria.com.hk (Mobile: 9195-9040).

The ending phrase 'All is well' of the song 'Death - is nothing at all', which was sung during the late Father 
Shield's funeral, suddenly came to my mind. We thank you for the courage and dedication, may God bless all 
the Jesuits and may God bless China!

Daniel So
Council Chairman
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Our Student
Ambassadors in Canada

Wah Yan Open Day 
The boys have done it  again -  an impressive display of  or iginal ity, industr ious planning, and scienti f ic  
execution and f la ir. Within 8 hours, the school  had enter tained thousands of  guests. Many of  them 
vis ited the new SIP Wing for  the f i rst  t ime. The lawn and our Lady's  statue have been beautiful ly  re-
d o n e . Fo r  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e s  o r  t h e  f o r g e t t i n g  o n e s  w h o  d i d  n o t  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  e v e n t , t h e  
we b m a s te r  o f  P S A  h a s  t a k e n  a  fe w  s h o t s  to  s t i r  u p  g o o d  o l d  m e m o r i e s . S o m e  o t h e r  a l b u m s  a re  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w. w a h y a n . e d u . h k / p t a / P h o t o _ 2 0 0 5 0 3 0 5 _ O p e n D a y 2 0 0 5 / p a g e _ 0 1 . h t m ( w i t h  
cour tesy of  Simon Chan, '75 & PTA Chairman) or  http:// imageevent.com/wahyan1974/wahyanopenday 
(with cour tesy of  Chairman Daniel  So) .

22 March 2005 Edmonton

26 March 2005 Calgary

Section on Wah Yan Drama Society Manuscripts and relics

Wah Yan Dramatic Society
 in Foshan Museum

A group of Wah Yan PSA PPs and other Wahyanites has visited Foshan and Guangzhou recently. A special visit 
was paid to the Guandong Cantones Opera Museum where exhibits of Wah Yan Drama Society were on display 
in the English Drama Section. Among the PPs and fellow Wahyanites were, in alphabetical order, Casey Chan, 
Chamson Chau, Philip Ching, T.K. Chow, Hugo Hung, K.K. Lam, Daniel So. Peter Tam, Raymond Wong, Patrick Wu 
and Raymond Yu. 

A New Face for 
Our Mother School

Check out the School Development Project's website at http://www.wahyan-psa.org/sdp/sdp1.htm for further information.

Spring Dinner -14 March 2005

Wah Yan Scouts Triumph Again!
This time our juniors, the Pun U Cub Scouts shone at the bi-annual HK Chief Commissioner's Shield Finals on 
27 Feb. Out of over 500 participating Scout Groups and after 3 rounds of competitions, our Cub Pack came 
out on top. This is our 6th championship and 3rd in a row over 2001, 2003 and now 2005. The competition 
consists of sports abilities such as manoeuvring a football through slaloms, quizzes on general knowledge, 
typical scouting skills like knotting and special interactive problems such as raising a can of 7-up above a 
man's height using only news papers. 3 Cheers to the lads.

News from the Edmonton Chapter

It was our great honour to host the 2005 Wah Yan Student Ambassadors. 
Many of us attended the Welcome Dinner at the University of Alberta 
Faculty Club on the evening of March 22 to welcome Student Ambassadors, 
Peter Lee ( WYCHK) and Michael Tsang ( WYK), to Edmonton. We all agree 
that the meal arranged by Francis Yeh was delicious and that Peter's and 
Michael's Powerpoint presentations were fascinating. We were all grateful 
to feel so close to our mother schools once again. 

A report by Tony Wong (WYHK '64) from Calgary

It was our greatest honour to entertain the two Student Ambassadors from 26 
to 28 March, though Calgary is not the host chapter. For example, we can still 
recall the happy times we went to Drumheller, Banff and Lake Louise.

ReportsReports



Some Thoughts O n The Educa t ion A nd M a npow er  B urea u' s  
Po l icy  O n The M ediu m O f  Inst r u ct io n In  S eco nda r y  S cho o ls.

O ver  t h e  la st  mo n t h o r  so ,  a  la r ge  nu mber  o f  pr in cipa ls in  H o ng K o n g r epr esent ing va r io u s t ypes o f  

se co n da r y sch o o ls,  h a ve  be e n  in  clo se  discu ssio n  w it h  t h e  E du ca t io n  a n d M a n po w e r  B u r e a u  (E M B )  

r e g a r din g  t h e  E M B ' s n e w  po l icy o n  t h e  M e diu m  o f  In st r u ct io n  (M O I) .  I  h a ve  be e n  pa r t y t o  t h e se  

discu ssio n s a s Ch a ir ma n  o f  t h e  G r a nt  Sch o o l  Co u n ci l  a nd a s a  co mmit t ee  member  o f  t he  A sso cia t io n  o f  

E n gl ish  M ediu m Seco n da r y Sch o o ls.   

I  f ee l  yo u ,  a s W a h  Ya n  st a k eh o lder s,  sh o u ld be  k ept  u p t o  da t e  o n t h is impo r t a nt  a n d emo t ive  issu e  a s i t  

w i l l  d ir ect ly o r  in dir ect ly a f f ect  yo u  per ha ps in  t h e  n ea r  f u t u r e .  T h e  G o ver nment ' s M O I r ef o r ms a r e  

impo r t a n t  beca u se  t h ey h a ve  a  dir ect  l in k  no t  o nly t o  W a h Ya n ' s E ngl ish  M ediu m o f  Inst r u ct io n  (E M I)  

st a t u s bu t  a lso  t o  o u r  lo n g t er m pla n s t o  est a bl ish  a  " t hr o u gh t r a in"  f o r  o u r  st u dent s f r o m Pr ima r y 1 t o  

Seco nda r y 6 .  I t  is t h u s l in k ed w it h  o u r  lo n g t er m pla n s t o  expa nd t he  scho o l  t o  f ive  st r ea ms o f  cla sses 

f o r  ea ch f o r m.  M y a im in  w r it in g is t her ef o r e  t o  sha r e  my per spect ive  o f  t h is issu e  a n d invit e  yo u  t o  

co mmen t  o r  t o  be  en ga ged in  t he  deba t e  i f  yo u  w ish .

W it h o u t  t u r n ing t h is int o  a  lo n g h ist o r y lesso n,  I  sho u ld h ighl ight ,  in  a  f ew  w o r ds,  t he  immedia t e  

ba ck gr o u n d o f  t h e  cu r r en t  M O I po l icy.  Yo u  ma y r emember  t ha t  in  1998,  t he  E M B  ch a nged t he  M O I 

po l icy.  A mo n g o t her  t h ings,  f o r  t h e  f i r st  t ime t hey def ined scho o ls a s e it her  E ngl ish  a s t he  M ediu m o f  

In st r u ct io n  (E M I)  o r  Ch inese  a s t he  M ediu m o f  Inst r u ct io n  (CM I)  scho o ls.  Pr evio u sly t h is dist inct io n  ha d 

n o t  been  f o r ma l iz ed a lt h o u gh it  w a s w el l  k n o w n w h ich  scho o ls w er e  E M I o r  CM I.  In  1998,  ma n y scho o ls 

w er e  f o r ced t o  sw it ch  t heir  st a t u s a nd a do pt  CM I st a t u s w h i le  so me 114 w er e  f o r ma l ly def ined a s E M I 

a n d pe r m it t e d t o  co n t in u e  t e a ch in g in  E n gl ish .  W a h  Ya n  w a s o n e  o f  t h e  114 sch o o ls w h ich  w e r e  

per mit t ed t o  co nt in u e t ea chin g in  E ngl ish  a s a n  E M I scho o l .  T her e  w a s qu it e  a  lo t  o f  co n cer n  a bo u t  t h is 

po l icy a t  t he  t ime w it h  so me co mmen t a t o r s see ing t he  mo ve ma in ly a s po l it ica l  r a t her  t ha n  edu ca t io n a l .   

Sin ce  t h en ,  so me CM I sch o o ls ha ve  gr a du a l ly sw it ch ed ba ck  t o  E M I in  h igh er  f o r ms.  T h e  E M B  ha s a lso  

ga t h er ed r esea r ch  da t a  w h ich  f i r mly indica t e  t ha t  t ea ch ing in  t he  mo t her  t o ngu e pr o du ces en ha nced 

exa mina t io n  r esu lt s f o r  ma n y t ypes o f  st u den t s.  In  t he  pa st  f ew  yea r s,  ma ny CM I scho o ls r epo r t ed 

en ha nced H K CE E  a nd A  Level  r esu lt s a ppa r en t ly vin dica t in g t he  E M B ' s po l icy o f  f o r cin g sch o o ls t o  sw it ch  

t o  CM I t ea ch in g.  

I  a m no t  go in g t o  t r y t o  a r gu e t h e  pr o s a nd co n s o f  E M I o r  CM I her e .  In  f a ct ,  I  a m no t  even go in g t o  t r y 

t o  co n t est  t h e  h ypo t h esis t h a t  mo t her  t o n gu e t ea ch ing is in  ma ny ca ses t he  bet t er  mediu m in  w h ich  t o  

t ea ch  t he  ma jo r it y o f  yo u n g peo ple .  T h a t  sa id,  t h e  Scho o l  M a na gemen t  Co mmit t ee ,  t he  st a f f ,  a nd mo st  

st a k eh o lder s in clu din g yo u r se lves,  h a ve  sa id t hey w ish  W a h Ya n  t o  r ema in  a n  E M I scho o l .  Yo u r  r ea so ns 

a r e  va r ied a nd I  t h in k  va l id .  Yo u  f ee l  t h a t  t h e  st a nda r d a nd f a mily ba ck gr o u nd o f  o u r  st u dent s ca n  co pe 

w it h  t h e  incr ea sed a nd in cr ea sin g dema nds o f  be ing t a u gh t  t h r o u gh E ngl ish .  Yo u  f ee l  t ha t  in  t he  lo n g 

r u n,  l iving,  w o r k in g a nd in t er a ct in g in  a n  E ngl ish  spea k ing en vir o n ment  w i l l  be  f a r  mo r e  benef icia l  t o  

W a hya n it es,  w h o  a r e  ver y l ik e ly t o  go  o n t o  a  u n iver sit y u sing E ngl ish  a s M O I in  H o ng K o ng o r  a br o a d.  I  

genu in ely f ee l  t h a t  t h e  r ea l  a dva nt a ge is a  lo ng t er m a dva nt a ge w hich  is o n ly r ea l iz ed a f t er  scho o l  in  

la t er  l i f e .  E xa min a t io n  r esu lt s a r e  o f  co u r se  impo r t a n t  bu t  i t  is t h e  lo ng t er m benef it  o f  ha ving l ived a n d 

st u died in  a n  E M I en vir o n ment  t ha t  w e w a n t  t o  pa ss o n .

Principal’s Column

( t o  be  co nt in u ed o n pa ge 4)



T h e E M B  ha ve pr esen t ed sch o o ls w it h  a  n u mber  o f  M O I r e la t ed pr o po sa ls w h ich  o n t he  su r f a ce  a ppea r  

t o  be  o nly mino r  a dju st ment s t o  t h e  po l icy,  bu t  w i l l  in  f a ct  br ing r a dica l  cha nges t o  a l l  sch o o ls in clu din g 

W a h Ya n.  T he  ma in  pr o po sa l  is t h a t  t he  scho o l ' s E M I st a t u s w i l l  be  det er mined by t he  sch o o l ' s int a k e .    I f  

85%  o f  t he  in t a k e  a r e  det er min ed t o  be  ca pa ble  o f  lea r n ing t hr o u gh E ngl ish ,  t hen t he  scho o l  w i l l  be  

a l lo w ed t o  r et a in  i t s E M I st a t u s.  T h is seems r ea so n a ble  eno u gh bu t  u nf o r t u na t e ly,  n o  a ided sch o o ls ha ve  

co n t r o l  o ver  t h eir  enr o lmen t  a s a l lo ca t io ns a r e  ma de by t h e  G o ver nment  in  t h e  Cen t r a l  A l lo ca t io n  

Syst em.  T h er e  is n o  gu a r a n t ee  t ha t  t heir  in t a k es a l lo ca t ed t o  sch o o ls w i l l  be  u p t o  t he  E M I st a nda r d even 

i f  t h e  G o ver n men t  did i t s best  t o  a l lo ca t e  t h e  st r o n gest  st u dent s t o  E M I scho o ls.  T hu s,  i f  t h is po l icy w er e  

a do pt ed,  W a h  Ya n ' s f u t u r e  a s a n  E M I scho o l  w o u ld be  l ink ed t o  t he  qu a l it y o f  t he  st u den t s a l lo ca t ed t o  

u s by t h e  G o ve r n m e n t  a n d by t h e  a bi l i t y o f  Pu n  U  pr im a r y sch o o l  t o  pr o du ce  h igh -st a n da r d P6 gr a du a t e s.    

T h is is clea r ly n o t  a  po sit io n  w e w ish  t o  be  in .  W e ha ve t r ied t o  per su a de t he  E M B  t o  be  mo r e  f lexible  o n  

t h is issu e  bu t  t h ey a ppea r  t o  be  st a ndin g f i r m a nd t ha t  ma k es so me pr incipa ls co nclu de t ha t  t he  E M B  is 

en gin eer ing t h is po l icy t o  f o r ce  a l l  sch o o ls,  by def a u lt ,  t o  beco me CM I in  t he  lo ng t er m.  In  f a ct ,  t her e  is 

a n o t her  a lt er n a t ive .  T h is co u ld be  a  r u se  t o  f o r ce  u s t o  sw it ch  t o  D ir ect  Sch o o l  Su bsidy (DSS) .  T h is is 

en t ir e ly a  di f f er en t  issu e  bu t  o n e w h ich  w e migh t  ha ve  t o  r et u r n  t o  in  t he  f u t u r e .   

W a h Ya n ha s a mbit io n s t o  expa n d o u r  Jesu it  missio n  a nd a dd o ne cla ss per  f o r m.  O u r  new  SIP a nnex is 

bu i lt  w it h  t h is in  mind.  T his br o a dly mea ns w e ha ve been  co nsider ing expa ndin g t he  sch o o l  by 200 

st u dent s o r  40 st u den t s per  f o r m level .  I f  t he  E M B ' s pr o po sed M O I po l icy is impo sed o n  u s,  i t  w i l l  be  

even  h a r der  t o  r ea ch  t he  85%  f igu r e  pa r t icu la r ly a s w e a r e  a ppr o a ching signif ica nt  demo gr a phic dips in  

sch o o l  po pu la t io n s a cr o ss H o n g K o n g.    

W ha t  do  w e w a n t ?  

Per ha ps I  sh o u ld r ephr a se  t h is qu est io n  t o  “ W h a t  do  w e t h ink  w e w a nt ” ?  T h e G r a nt  Scho o l  Co u n ci l  

pr incipa ls,  a l l  o f  w h o m a r e  E M I pr incipa ls,  a r e  mo r e  t ha n ju st  dissa t isf ied w it h  t he  po l icy t ha t  is be in g 

pr o po sed.  W e f ee l  t ha t  w e sho u ld r et u r n  t o  t h e  f a r  mo r e  f lexible  a nd o pen pr e-1998 po l icy.  W e a ccept  

t h a t  def in in g scho o ls a s CM I a nd E M I ca n  be  e l i t ist  a n d divisive  a nd t h u s a ck no w ledge t he  dissa t isf a ct io n  

t h a t  so me CM I pr incipa ls h a ve .  W e t h in k  t h a t  w e sho u ld disco nt in u e t he  def in ing o f  scho o ls a s E M I o r  

CM I.   W e f ee l  w e sh o u ld lea ve  t h e  w h o le  la n gu a ge po l icy in  t he  ha n ds o f  t he  Scho o l  M a na gement  

Co mmit t ee  a l lo w in g t hem t o  def in e  t h eir  o w n M O I po l icy in  det a i l .  In  f a ct ,  t o da y' s Scho o l  M a na gement  

Co m m it t e e s a r e  e ve n  m o r e  t r a n spa r e n t  a n d t h e ir  co m po sit io n  m u ch  m o r e  r e pr e se n t a t ive  a n d de m o cr a t ic.  

T h is w o u ld a l lo w  a l l  st a k eho lder s,  o r  po t ent ia l  st a k eho lder s,  t o  see  t he  po l icy in  scho o l  h a ndbo o k s o r  o n  

sch o o l  w ebsit es.  W e a r e  essent ia l ly a sk ing t h a t  t he  po l icy sho u ld give  u s even gr ea t er  f lexibi l i t y o f  

pr o vidin g t h e  k in d o f  M O I po l icy t ha t  t h e  st a k eho lder s desir e .  W e do  no t  w a n t  t o  be  f u r t her  r est r ict ed 

a n d w e cer t a in ly do  n o t  w ish  t o  h a ve  a n  M O I po l icy f o r ced o n u s.  So me view  t he  w ho le  pr o ceedin gs 

f r o m a  M a chia vel l ia n  st a nce .  So me f ee l  t ha t  t h e  E M B  is t r ying t o  f o r ce  u s t o  beco me CM I o r  DSS.    

In  t h is sho r t  a r t icle ,  I  ha ve  o nly t o u ch ed o n a  f ew  a spect s o f  t h e  M O I po l icy.  I  w o u ld w elco me yo u r  

t h o u gh t s o n  t h is ma t t er  a n d enco u r a ge yo u  t o  en t er  t he  f r a y!  T h e  Sch o o l  M a na gemen t  Co mmit t ee  is 

f a ci n g  a  d i l e m m a .  Pl e a se  g i ve  u s yo u r  vi e w s p r e f e r a b l y w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  E M B ' s M O I  

co n su lt a t io n  per io d w h ich  ends o n 2nd Ju ly 2005.   

G eo r ge Ta m

Pr incipa l

(co nt in u ed f r o m pa ge 3)



Our Student
Ambassadors in Canada

Wah Yan Open Day 
The boys have done it  again -  an impressive display of  or iginal ity, industr ious planning, and scienti f ic  
execution and f la ir. Within 8 hours, the school  had enter tained thousands of  guests. Many of  them 
vis ited the new SIP Wing for  the f i rst  t ime. The lawn and our Lady's  statue have been beautiful ly  re-
d o n e . Fo r  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e s  o r  t h e  f o r g e t t i n g  o n e s  w h o  d i d  n o t  m a k e  i t  t o  t h e  e v e n t , t h e  
we b m a s te r  o f  P S A  h a s  t a k e n  a  fe w  s h o t s  to  s t i r  u p  g o o d  o l d  m e m o r i e s . S o m e  o t h e r  a l b u m s  a re  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  h t t p : / / w w w. w a h y a n . e d u . h k / p t a / P h o t o _ 2 0 0 5 0 3 0 5 _ O p e n D a y 2 0 0 5 / p a g e _ 0 1 . h t m ( w i t h  
cour tesy of  Simon Chan, '75 & PTA Chairman) or  http:// imageevent.com/wahyan1974/wahyanopenday 
(with cour tesy of  Chairman Daniel  So) .

22 March 2005 Edmonton

26 March 2005 Calgary

Section on Wah Yan Drama Society Manuscripts and relics

Wah Yan Dramatic Society
 in Foshan Museum

A group of Wah Yan PSA PPs and other Wahyanites has visited Foshan and Guangzhou recently. A special visit 
was paid to the Guandong Cantones Opera Museum where exhibits of Wah Yan Drama Society were on display 
in the English Drama Section. Among the PPs and fellow Wahyanites were, in alphabetical order, Casey Chan, 
Chamson Chau, Philip Ching, T.K. Chow, Hugo Hung, K.K. Lam, Daniel So. Peter Tam, Raymond Wong, Patrick Wu 
and Raymond Yu. 

A New Face for 
Our Mother School

Check out the School Development Project's website at http://www.wahyan-psa.org/sdp/sdp1.htm for further information.

Spring Dinner -14 March 2005

Wah Yan Scouts Triumph Again!
This time our juniors, the Pun U Cub Scouts shone at the bi-annual HK Chief Commissioner's Shield Finals on 
27 Feb. Out of over 500 participating Scout Groups and after 3 rounds of competitions, our Cub Pack came 
out on top. This is our 6th championship and 3rd in a row over 2001, 2003 and now 2005. The competition 
consists of sports abilities such as manoeuvring a football through slaloms, quizzes on general knowledge, 
typical scouting skills like knotting and special interactive problems such as raising a can of 7-up above a 
man's height using only news papers. 3 Cheers to the lads.

News from the Edmonton Chapter

It was our great honour to host the 2005 Wah Yan Student Ambassadors. 
Many of us attended the Welcome Dinner at the University of Alberta 
Faculty Club on the evening of March 22 to welcome Student Ambassadors, 
Peter Lee ( WYCHK) and Michael Tsang ( WYK), to Edmonton. We all agree 
that the meal arranged by Francis Yeh was delicious and that Peter's and 
Michael's Powerpoint presentations were fascinating. We were all grateful 
to feel so close to our mother schools once again. 

A report by Tony Wong (WYHK '64) from Calgary

It was our greatest honour to entertain the two Student Ambassadors from 26 
to 28 March, though Calgary is not the host chapter. For example, we can still 
recall the happy times we went to Drumheller, Banff and Lake Louise.

ReportsReports



Annual General Meeting

Keep Contacts 
While Looking North

Creating Summer Jobs 
for Wah Yan Students

Pun U Wah Yan 
Primary School 
Concert

Annual General Meeting
Date: 	 Monday, 13 June 2005

Time: 	 6:30 p.m. 

Venue: 	The Chinese Club, 14th Floor, Chinese Club 
Building, 21-22 Connaught Road Central, 
Hong Kong

There will be a dinner gathering right after the AGM. The 
dinner is charged at $250 per person. For reservations, 
please contact Wallace Yiu (Mobile: 9125-2225)

Keep Contacts 
While Looking North
As more and more Wahyanites are now residing, 
studying or doing business in China, the PSA desires to 
initiate a drive to connect Wahyanites in China. Co-
operating with our Kowloon brothers, we would like to 
generate contact lists for Wahyanites in different cities 
(Beijing, Shanghai, Guangdong). We may organize a 
preliminary gathering in late May and a better organized 
gathering in June/July. Please spread this message and 
ask interested parties to contact the following persons. 
Details of the gatherings will be announced ASAP. 

Beijing:  Patrick Pang
Email:  patrickpang@pmintl.com
Mobile: 13911688883

Shanghai:  Samuel Kuk
Email:  samkyc818@netvigator.com
Mobile: 13901748058 

Guangdong and other parts of China:  Daniel So
Email:  skk@synergie.com
Mobile: (852)9424-1659, 13910404631

Students: Kevin Lee of Peking University
Email:  kevinleehc@yahoo.com
Mobile: 13910333229

Creating Summer Jobs 
for Wah Yan Students
Two different appeals have been made to old boys 
through the PSA to help create summer jobs for Wah Yan 
students. If you are in the position to help, you may 
contact either of the following:

- Mr. Lo Wing Sun (wslo@wahyan.edu.hk), Assistant 
Principal of WYCHK, who has been known for his kindness 
in helping students to secure summer jobs through 
members of the PSA in the past few years; or

-  Mr. Paul  Siu  ( WY K  '69 )  (ph s35 5@yaho o.com )  
of  The  Wah  Yan  On e  Fam i l y  Fu n d ( W YOF F) , whi ch  
initiates its own summer-jobs scheme for students 
of  b ot h  WYK  and  W YHK th i s  ye ar. WYOFF i s  an  
organization independent of the PSA and is chaired 
by  Mr. N g T in  H o i , Ste ph en  ( WYK 69) . P le ase  v i s i t  
its website at http://www.wahyan.edu.hk/onefamily/ 
to  l ear n  more  ab out  i t .

Pun U Wah Yan 
Primary School 
Concert

Pun U Wah Yan Primary School will hold a fund raising 
concert in the City Hall Concert Hall at 7:30 p.m. on 30 
May 2005 (Monday). Funds raised will go to the Wah Yan 
College Hong Kong School Development Project. You 
may support the concert by buying a ticket to attend it, 
making a donation or placing an advertisement in the 
souvenir programme. For ticketing, please visit Leisure 
and Cultural Services Department's website at 
http://www2.lcsd.gov.hk/cf/search/culture/details.cfm?l
ang=b5&id=34933 or our PSA website for details.

番禺會所華仁小學音樂會番禺會所華仁小學音樂會

All is well…
While spending a lot of time traveling to China and being the type of person that never sleeps, I have a special 
privilege to be able to watch late night TV programs on these trips. My favorite topics are history, biography, 
geography and cultural documentaries which happen to flourish in those non-commercial late hours. The 
Jesuits and their contributions were often highlighted or mentioned in these programs.  It was so surprising 
that even I was educated in Jesuit Wah Yan, I hardly remember much of the vivid history of the Jesuits, nor 
their interactions with China being taught in my school days.  

Recently I have learned from one such program that there are two most significant episodes in Sino-foreign 
cultural interactions in Chinese history, one is the introduction of Buddhism in the Tang Dynasty and the 
second the introduction of Christianity and western cultures to China by the Jesuits during the late 
Ming/early Ching Dynasty. The Jesuits wished to turn China Christian, but still Chinese. Yet the Chinese rulers 
are far more interested in technology than religion while the conservative Church in Rome was rather not 
interested in new breed of liberal evangelism. Yet, amid the difficulties, the Jesuits flourished and planted 
deep roots in China. For the 190 years of Jesuits service to China before the order was banned in 1773, a total 
of 472 Jesuits were sent (i.e. an average of 2.5 Jesuits per year) but the impact has been so tremendous both 
in the cultural and technology sides, Chinese Scholars often speculate that if the Jesuits inspired 
modernization and their introduction of Chinese culture to the West had continued for a little longer, the 
whole recent Chinese history could have taken a different course and China could have opened up and 
embraced the world much earlier. On the evangelistic side, while the number of Catholics has never been big 
in China, at least one late Ming dowager empress (Helena) was converted along with many top officials and 
royal family members throughout this period of history. The Jesuits were actually not too far from converting 
China in a top-down fashion. 

The Jesuits returned to China in 1842 and the Emperor returned all church properties to them in 1846. The 
Jesuits established universities in Shanghai and Tianjin in 1903, three years after the Boxer Rebellion. The 
American Jesuits founded secondary schools in Nanjing and Shanghai in 1931 while the Irish Jesuits took over 
Wah Yan in 1932. All Jesuits' work on the mainland were stopped a few years after New China was founded 
while work in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan continued. Despite all the set backs, the Jesuits, the renowned 
missionary and mandarins, as they were known to China, kept their dedications and passions to the Chinese 
people. When Hong Kong returned to the motherland in 1997, Wah Yan became one of the few Jesuits' 
presence in China. As a devout Catholic and occupying Hong Kong's top post, Wahyanite Donald Tsang will 
become the closest tie between the 1.3 billion Chinese and the 1.1billion Catholics. In this age of dramatic 
transformation, nothing is impossible. For example, a couple months ago, we were talking about the 
possibility of a war across the strait, and suddenly that seems so distant.  

Next year is the 500th birthday of St. Francis Xavier, the Jesuit Saint who passed away in 1552 on a remote 
island not too far from Hong Kong, 5 miles short from landing on the mainland after traveling the globe. 
Taking this historic opportunity, a group of Wahyanites is initiating an effort to examine and document the 
Ignatian values in education and its relevancy to China. If you are interested to help, please contact PSA Past 
President Peter Tam at peter@astoria.com.hk (Mobile: 9195-9040).

The ending phrase 'All is well' of the song 'Death - is nothing at all', which was sung during the late Father 
Shield's funeral, suddenly came to my mind. We thank you for the courage and dedication, may God bless all 
the Jesuits and may God bless China!

Daniel So
Council Chairman
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